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FROM SCIENCE TO ART

CERN is one of the largest and most prestigious scientific laboratories in the
world. Its vocation is fundamental physics, the discovery of the constituent
parts and laws of the universe. It uses accelerators and detectors to probe
the fundamental particles, the ultimate constituents of matter. By studying
what happens when these particles collide, physicists can gain a deeper
understanding of the laws of nature.

Founded in 1954, CERN is located on both sides of the Franco-Swiss border
near Geneva. It was one of the first organisations on a European scale and
now has 22 Member States. The digitisation of its important audio-visual and
photographic heritage began in 2016.

The drawers where the abandoned
slides were found

The work of time

The first CERN exhibition

Alongside around 450 000 perfectly preserved photographic snapshots, a
few hunderd slides illustrating the remarkable construction of the electron-
positron collider (LEP) had been forgotten. Poorly preserved, they had been
deteriorating for thirty years before being found as part of CERN's Digital
Memory project.

After they were cleaned and scanned, these "disintegrated slides" turned out
to be incredible artistic images. They are now the VolMeur collection, which
is being exhibited outside CERN for the first time, in the old town of Geneva.
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surface of the films (collagen). On T
some images, traces of the original ﬁ ad -
b

photography remained visible while :
on a majority of them the shapes [
and colors were altered in a chaotic, .
spectacular, artistic way. A biological
remix.

A limited edition of 30 copies of each image is being offered for sale to The eye
the public. This CERN Art Collection is printed on Chromaluxe® aluminium

plate, .usmg the Subligraphie® process. A special press at.6 bar allows the Double page in the New Scientist
materials to be brought to a temperature of 200°C to sublimate the inks in 24 Mars 2018
the metal. Guaranteed for 200 years.

APERTURE

Breaking the mould

AT THE Large Hadron Collider nearGeneva,
‘Switzeriand, physicists are used tolooking for
signs of particle decayinthe detectors. Butas
they weredigRising archival photos of particle
colksions, MatteoVolpiandjean-Yves LeMeur
‘ameacross adifferentkindof decay:mould.

For30years, thisslide was exposedto amould
thatmarched acrosstheimage, eating through
theprotein inthe gelatin-basedemulsion.
‘Theresulting chemical reactions leftachaotic
‘swir of colours and textures reminiscent of an
abstractpaiinting. Tosave the corroded image as
itisnow, Volpi andLeMeur shonealight through
the slide and then photogra phed the projection.

Volpiis a photographer himself, andhastried
torecreate the effect. "Tve tried bumingand
freazing, and luseyeastand beer tocreate
mould. itmakes a rice effect, butican'treproduce
these colowsandtextures. | don'thave 30years
‘towait, like thismould did."

‘The slide was unearthed ina dusty desk
drawerin a corridor of the experimental phy sics
department at CERN. Likeits better-preserved
<companion slidebelow itshoweda simulation of
‘anelectron-positron collision at DELPHI, one of
four detectors atthe LHCs predecessar, the Large
Electron-Pasitron Collider. The blue horizontal
lines represent the beams of particies thatmeet

head onin the detectors cylindrical cavity, and the
spray ofarcs extending from the mi kthe
particles bornin the smash-u 3

Photographer
‘Volmeur© 2017 CERN
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DELPHI detector under construction
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PROGRAMME: 8 NOVEMBER-7 DECEMBER

PREVIEW AND CLOSING EVENT START AT 5.30 PM.
OTHER EVENTS FROM 6.00 PM. TO 9.00 PM.

Thirty-five previously unseen works will be revealed at the Galerie Image
de Marque from 8 November to 7 December 2018. Visitors to the exhibition
will be able to participate in various creative experiences, mixing science
and art, as well as the programme of events below.

8 Nov. :

14 Nov. :

21 Nov.:

28 Nov. :

7 Dec.:

Preview with projection of “Treasures of the memory of CERN" by
Jean-Yves Le Meur and Matteo Volpi (alias VolMeur)

“The Story Behind the Works, CERN in the late 1980s" by Horst
Wenninger, former Director of CERN's Accelerators Department
“Materials for the Arts and the Art of Materials” by John Cloud
Kaiser, Director of Education, Materials for the Arts, NYC
Department of Cultural Affairs

‘Understanding VolMeur artwork with Electron Microscopy” by
Elisa Garcia-Tabares Valdivieso, CERN R&D Engineer in material
analysis

Closing event with “meta-physical reflections on perishable
works" by Rosario Principe, Project Engineer in Superconducting
Magnet group

Matteo Volpi & Jean-Yves Le Meur
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